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Dylan Revealed
“The Griddle Hot Music Review” reviews concerts within 24 hours after the end of the show.  This allows Bay Area newspapers to get scoops on the latest Bay Area concerts and performances.

Bob Dylan kicked off his 2004 World Tour at the Santa Clara University Leavey Center on Thursday, 10/14/04.  Dylan is playing a series of tours at American Universities this Autumn.  Backed by a powerful group of rock musicians (sort of a “The Band” style configuration), Dylan came out swinging and gave a heart thumping performance.

Dylan the balladeer is dead.  Long live Dylan the rocker.  It’s ironic that the mellow ballad songs that broke Dylan (“Girl from the North Country”) are now the weakest numbers in his set.  Dylan’s voice is no longer strong enough voice to sell these ballads.  He has to play them for his fans, but these songs no longer shine.

Dylan was at his best when he and his band were rocking out.  Since over 2/3 of his set were solid rock tunes, he was in fine form.  Dylan played keyboards and harmonica the entire set.  No guitar for the wicked.  Dylan’s drummer, George Recile and bass player, Tony Garnier laid down a superb rhythm section all night.  George demolished the kit for the rocking numbers and Tony did a great job holding down the groove.  Both of Dylan’s guitar players, Stu Kimball and Larry Campbell did a fine job in rounding out the band.  Campbell got the opportunity to display some lead guitar fireworks near the end of the set.  
It took a little while for Dylan and his band to hit their groove.  The first 20 minutes of the show were fine, but not very inspired.  However, after the 20 minute mark, it was all frosting.
The security system at Santa Clara was poorly handled.  The only people given access to the GA floor were people who had gotten to the show and hour early and had gotten a yellow or blue wristband.  The audience members who didn’t have wristbands were hassled into moving away from the railing by security guards and police once the concert started.  Not a very entertaining prospect.  Twenty minutes into the show, I finally found a security guard giving out extra wristbands and was able to see the rest of the show from the floor.

Previous to Santa Clara, the last time I saw Dylan was on his Paul Simon / Bob Dylan tour at Concord Pavilion.  When you see a Dylan show, you always take a risk.  The show can either be great, or it can blow.  At the Concord gig, Dylan was so bad I wanted to walk out.  Last night, the Dylan bet paid off and the audience hit the jackpot.  Most of the show was pure rock.  Dylan’s band gives him a solid base and the firepower needed to prove that he is still one of the greatest performers alive.  The ballad songs were yawners, the rock songs were great.  Dylan did mostly rock songs, so the concert was great.

On a scale of 1-10 (1worst – 10best), I would give the performance an 8.0.  I subtract ½ point for the way security was handled at Santa Clara.  Overall, the gig scores a 7.5.  
Dyan Trivia # 1:  Where did Dylan get the imagery from “All Along the Watchtower”?  Read Isiah 21.  Babylon is fallen.

Rock Anecdote # 1:  I wore my orange furry tabby cat hat to the gig and was able to work my way up to front of the stage by telling people I wanted to give Dylan the hat.  I got to the front of the stage and threw the hat center stage (it landed upright!), right where Dylan had to look at it for the rest of the set.  I know the bass player and drummer saw it, because they both cracked up when they saw it.  At the break before the encore, one of the stagehands put the furry hat on the monitor right at the front of the stage where the entire audience could see it!  Sadly, Dylan never put the hat on, but I got the hat back by telling a security guard that someone had thrown my hat onstage and asked if I could get it back.  My goal is to do the exact same thing for Dylan’s Berkeley concert on Sunday, 10/17/04.  Watch for it!

Mark Tyne is a concert hound and musical composer who lives in San Francisco.  Contact Mark at msokoloff2001@yahoo.com
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